Convention
on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations

to War Crimesand Crimes Against Humanity
26 November 1968.

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Recalling resolutions of the General Assembly efltmited Nations 3 (1) of 13 February 1946 and
170 (I) of 31 October 1947 on the extradition gochishment of war criminals, resolution 95 (I) of
11 December 1946 affirming the principles of intgronal law recognized by the Charter of the
International Military Tribunal, Nurnberg, and thelgment of the Tribunal, and resolutions 2184
(XXI) of 12 December 1966 and 2202 (XXI) of 16 Dedser 1966 which expressly condemned as
crimes against humanity the violation of the ecoiwoamd political rights of the indigenous
population on the one hand and the policies oftapat on the other,

Recalling resolutions of the Economic and Sociali@il of the United Nations 1074 D (XXXIX)
of 28 July 1965 and 1158 (XLI) of 5 August 1966tba punishment of war criminals and of
persons who have committed crimes against humanity,

Noting that none of the solemn declarations, ims&mts or conventions relating to the prosecution
and punishment of war crimes and crimes agains@hnitgnmade provision for a period of
limitation,

Considering that war crimes and crimes against Imitpnare among the gravest crimes in
international law,

Convinced that the effective punishment of war esmand crimes against humanity is an important
element in the prevention of such crimes, the ptae of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
the encouragement of confidence, the furtherance-aiperation among peoples and the promotion
on international peace and security,

Noting that the application to war crimes and c8ragainst humanity of the rules of municipal law
relating to the period of limitation for ordinaryimmes is a matter of serious concern to world mubli
opinion, since it prevents the prosecution and glument of persons responsible for those crimes,

Recognizing that it is necessary and timely taraffin international law, through this Convention,
the principle that there is no period of limitatifam war crimes and crimes against humanity, and to
secure its universal application,

have agreed as follows:

Article |

No statutory limitation shall apply to the follovgrcrimes, irrespective of the date of their
commission:

(a) War crimes as they are defined in the Chaftédreinternational Military Tribunal, NUrnberg,
of 8 August 1945 and confirmed by resolutions {113 February 1946 and 95 (I) of 11
December 1946 of the General Assembly of the Urnitations, particularly the "grave breaches"



enumerated in the Geneva Convention of 12 Augu4d 16r the protection of war victims;

(b) Crimes against humanity whether committednmetiof war or in time of peace as they are
defined in the Charter of the International Militarribunal, Nirnberg, of 8 August 1945 and
confirmed by resolutions 3 (I) of 13 February 124l 95 ((I) of 11 December 1946 of the General
Assembly of the United Nations, eviction by armédek or occupation and inhuman acts resulting
from the policy of apartheid, and the crime of gade as defined in the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Geno@&den if such acts do not constitute a violation
of the domestic law of the country in which theyr&veommitted.

Article Il

If any of the crimes mentioned in Article | is contited, the provisions of this Convention shall
apply to representatives of the State authority@nate individuals who, as principals or
accomplices, participate in or who directly inathers to the commission of any of those crimes,
or who conspire to commit them, irrespective ofdiegree of completion, and to representatives of
the State authority who tolerate their commission.

Article Il

The States Parties to the present Convention wlaetd adopt all necessary domestic measures,
legislative or otherwise, with a view to making pitde the extradition, in accordance with
international law, of the persons referred to tiche Il of this Convention.

Article IV

The States Parties to the present Convention waetd adopt, in accordance with their respective
constitutional processes, any legislative or otheasures necessary to ensure that statutory ar othe
limitations shall not apply to the prosecution gnehishment of the crimes referred to in articles |
and Il of this Convention and that, where they &gxsch limitations shall be abolished.

Article V

This Convention shall, until 31 December 1969, perofor signature by any State Member of the
United Nations or member of any of its specialiagéncies or of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, by any State Party to the Statute of theriational Court of Justice, and by any other
State which has been invited by the General Assgoflihe United Nations to become a Party to
this Convention.

Article VI

This Convention is subject to ratification. Instremts of ratification shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.



Article VII

This Convention shall be open to accession by aate $eferred to in article V. Instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Secretarefakaf the United Nations.

Article VIII

1. This Convention shall enter into force on theetieth day after the date of the deposit with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of theht@mstrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying this Convention or daog to it after the deposit of the tenth instruten
of ratification or accession, the Convention skaler into force on the ninetieth day after theedat
of the deposit of its own instrument of ratificatior accession.

Article 1X

1. After the expiry of a period of ten years frdme date on which this Convention enters into force,
a request for the revision of the Convention maynagle at any time by any Contracting Party by
means of a notification in writing addressed to $eeretary-General of United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations stiedide upon the steps, if any, to be taken in
respect of such a request.

Article X

1. This Convention shall be deposited with the &acy-General of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nationsl steaismit certified copies of this Convention to
all States referred to in Article V.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations| shi@irm all States referred to in Article V of the
following
particulars:

(a) Signatures of this Convention, and instrumehtstification and accession deposited under
articles V, VI and VII;

(b) The date of entry into force of this Conventinraccordance with article VIII;

(c) Communications received under article IX.

Article XI

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English,nére Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic, shall bear the date of 26 November 1968.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly au#ted for that purpose, have signed this
Convention.

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitationsto War Crimesand

Crimes Against Humanity
26 November 1968.

State Parties Signature

Afghanistan
Albania
Argentina
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Belarus

Bolivia
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Cameroon
Croatia

Cuba

Czech Republic
Estonia

Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia

Gambia

Georgia

Ghana

Guinea

Hungary

India

Kenya

Korea (Dem.People's Rep.)
Kuwait

Lao People's Dem.Rep.
Latvia

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya

07.01.1969.

21.01.1969.

25.03.1969.

Ratification /
Accession”

22.07.1983.
19.05.1971.
26.08.2003
23.06.1993.
16.08.1996
08.05.1969.
06.10.1983.
01.09.1993.
21.05.1969.
06.10.1972.
12.10.1992.
13.09.1972.
22.02.1993.
21.10.1991.

18.01.1994.

29.12.1978.
31.03.1995.
07.09.2000

07.06.1971.
24.06.1969.
12.01.1971.
01.05.1972.
08.11.1984.
07.03.1995.
28.12.1984.
14.04.1992.
16.09.2005

16.05.1989.

Reservation /
Declaratior?

22.07.1983. (text)
19.05.1971. (text)

08.05.19609. (text)

21.05.1969. (text)

13.09.1972. (text)

07.06.1971. (text)
24.06.1969. (text)

28.12.1984. (text)



Lithuania 01.02.1996.
Mexico 03.07.1969. 15.03.2002 15.03.2002 (text)
Moldova (Republic of) 26.01.1993.
Mongolia 31.01.1969. 21.05.1969. 21.05.1969. (text)
Montenegro (Republic of) 23.10.2006
Nicaragua 03.09.1986.
Nigeria 01.12.1970.
Peru 11.08.2003 11.08.2003 (text)
Philippines 15.05.1973.
Poland 16.12.1968. 14.02.1969. 14.02.1969. (text)
Romania 17.04.1969. 15.09.1969. 15.09.1969. (text)
Russian Federation 06.01.1969. 22.04.1969. 22.04.1969. (text)
Rwanda 16.04.1975.
Saint Vincent Grenadines 09.11.1981.
Serbia (Republic of) 12.03.2001
Slovakia 28.05.1993.
Slovenia 06.07.1992.
Tunisia 15.06.1972.
Ukraine 14.01.1969. 19.06.1969. 19.06.1969. (text)
Uruguay 21.09.2001
Viet Nam 06.05.1983. 06.05.1983. (text)
Yemen 09.02.1987.

U Ratification : a treaty is generally open for signature for @atettime following the
conference which has adopted it. However, a sigaasunot binding on a State unless it
has been endorsed by ratification. The time liméging elapsed, the Conventions anc
the Protocols are no longer open for signature.Stiages which have not signed them
may at any time accede or, in the appropriate oistances, succeed to them.
Accession : instead of signing and then ratifying a treat§tate may become party to it
by the single act called accession.

%) Reservation / Declaration : unilateral statement, however phrased or namedema
by a State when ratifying, acceding or succeedingtreaty, whereby it purports to
exclude or to modify the legal effect of certaimysions of the treaty in their
application to that State (provided that such rest@ns are not incompatible with the
object and purpose of the treaty).



